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RAW Processes
Recovering wedding gown highlights quickly in Adobe Camera Raw 4

Shoot ing  R AW of fe rs  more  cont ro l  over  the  f ina l  re -
su l t  in  any  s i tuat ion  espec ia l ly  when shoot ing  weddings. 
R AW f i les  captured  wi th  today ’s  DSLR cameras  capture 
4096 s teps  o f  data  in  ever y  p ixe l .  A  JPEG capture  ho lds 
only  256  s teps  o f  data  or  one  e ighth  o f  the  in format ion 
the  camera’s  sensor  saw.

R AW captures  record  fu l ly  ha l f  o f  the  tones  in  the 
br ightest  f /s top.  That  means  over  t wo thousand tones  in 
the  h ighl ights.  The  upshot  i s  that  a  br ide’s  gown whose 
h ighl ights  a re  too  br ight  a re  eas i ly  recovered  in  a  R AW 
conver ter  l i ke  Adobe  Camera  R AW 4  that  comes  wi th  Pho -
toshop CS3  someth ing  not  poss ib le  wi th  an  over- exposed 
JPEG. 
The RAW Fix:

O pen a  fo lder  o f  R AW f i les  f rom a  wedding  in  Adobe 
B r idge  2 .0  (a l so  par t  o f  CS3) .  Cl i ck  on  the  f i r s t  too -
br ight  br ida l  gown,  ho ld  down the  sh i f t  key  and c l i ck  on 
the  las t  one  in  the  ser ies.  Non- consecut ive  images  can 
be  se lec ted by 
Command 
(PC:  Contro l ) 
c l i ck ing. 
O pen them 
up in  ACR4 
by  choos ing 
Fi le  > O pen 
in  Camera 
R AW [Com-
mand (PC: 
Contro l )  + R] . 
E i ther  c l i ck 
the  S e lec t  Al l 
but ton  at  the 
top  le f t  o f  the 
Camera  R aw 
d ia log  or  press 
Command (PC:  Contro l )  + A to  h ighl ight  a l l  o f  the 
thumbnai l s  in  the  Fi lm. . .  e r-Thumbstr ip.  Now choose  the 
Co lor  Sampler  too l  in  the  Camera  R aw d ia log.  Cl i ck  on  an 
over- exposed  par t  o f  the  gown ( I t ’s  usua l ly  jus t  be low 
the  neckl ine. )  In  the  example  above  the  gown reads  RGB: 
255—pure  whi te  wi th  no  deta i l  at  a l l .

There’s  a  new tool  in  town in  ACR4 ca l led  Recover y . 
I t s  job  i s  to  br ing  back  those  h ighl ight  deta i l s.  To  correc t 
a l l  o f  the  b lown- out  a reas  in  a l l  o f  the  se lec ted  thumb -
nai l s,  s imply  drag  the  R ecover y  po inter  to  the  r ight  and 
watch  the  deta i l  appear.  The  numbers  a re  now R:246, 
G :247  and B :248.  The  best  par t  i s  that  a l l  o f  the  se lec ted 
thumbnai l s  a re  f i xed  at  the  same t ime.  Your  work  here  i s 
done.  S o  c l i ck  D one  and be  done.

Q uick Tip: 
This  technique  works  in  Adobe  Photoshop L ight room 

the  L ibrar y  module’s  Q u ick  D eve lop  set t ings  and in  the 
D eve lop  module  as  wel l .  w w w.adobe.com
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Kev in  Ames  presents  c lasses  on  L ight ing  Without 
L ights,  Pro fess iona l  Work f low for  D ig i ta l  Photo graphers 
and the  Ar t  o f  Retouch ing  Women  at  Photoshop Wor ld  in 
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Want  th i s  t ip  in  co lor?  G o  to  w w w.amesphoto.com 
and c l i ck  on  Tra in ing.
Kev in  Ames  i s  a  commerc ia l  photo grapher,  author,  co lumnis t 
and  nat iona l ly  k nown sp eaker.  H i s  pa ss ion  i s  l ight ,  captur ing  i t 
we l l  in  the  camera  and  p lay ing  wi th  i t   incessant ly  in  Photo-
shop.  Emai l  h im wi th  your  comments.  kev in@amesphoto.com


